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Dear Native Voices Arts Academy Participants and Advocates: 

  

We hope you were able to meet with Arts Impact during the afternoons of September 23 and 24 to learn 

more about the Educator Mentorship component of the Native Voices Arts Academy. If you have not 

already done so, please contact Arts Impact Native Voices Program Manager, Erika Warren, at 

erikaw@arts-impact.org to schedule a mentorship for up to three middle school educators from each 

school or district. The deadline to sign up is Thursday, October 15.  

 

The mentorship includes educators observing a Native Voices teaching artist leading an arts infused 

lesson with the Native migratory students in your school, co-teaching a lesson with the artist mentor, 

creating a lesson together, and then delivering the lesson with support from the teaching artist. The 

lesson writing experience is an opportunity for educators and local tribal cultural experts to collaborate 

with Native Voices artist mentors and Arts Impact staff to develop a new arts-infused, culturally 

responsive lesson connected to ELA, math, science, or social studies for middle school Native students. 

The Title I Part C Migrant Education Program is available to work with your local administration to provide 

supports and resources, including stipends, if the educator mentorship work goes beyond the current 

contracted time. Our hope is for educators to build confidence, working alongside Native families and the 

tribal community to continue to infuse arts and culture into the core instruction.   

 

As we embark on our third year of this pilot program, we are delighted to see the high interest and 

eagerness with which students, parents, and educators participated in the summer program, Native Voices 

Online Arts Academy, and the connections they made with classmates and Native teaching artists from 

across the state. 

 

This fall, Native migratory students and their families will have an opportunity to continue engaging with 

teaching artists to build skills, knowledge, and understanding of traditional cultural arts and how history 

informs our present day lives. During the week of November 16-20, our goal is to continue to offer 

students, families and educators another Native Voices Online Arts Academy focused on the theme The 

Truth about Thanksgiving. Educators will engage in further arts-infused professional learning around this 

STI theme while students and families participate in Studio Hours drumming, singing, printmaking, 

storytelling and weaving with teaching artists Patsy Whitefoot, Yvonne Peterson, Elaine, Julie and Sarah 

Grinnell, Jefferson Greene, Shameka Gagnier, Jason LaFontaine, Sara Marie Ortiz and Erika Warren. 

Together, we will continue to learn about Native foods and medicines while we cook an indigenous feast! 

 

Please join us! Eligible students and their families as well as school staff are welcome to join us for an 

evening of Native Voices Arts Academy and Studio Time Questions and Answers to receive more 

information and details on how we will use Zoom to connect with students and educators and the process 

for distributing art materials to each participating teacher, student and family. The Question and Answer 

night is scheduled for Tuesday evening, October 20, from 6 – 7 p.m. to allow students and families time 

to have dinner and finish school-work. A reminder notice with the Zoom link will be sent out at-a-later 

date.  

 

Attached is a password protected list of students who participated in the June 2020 Native Voices Arts 

Academy (password to follow in separate email). It highlights the students who have been enrolled in the 

Migrant Education Program due to their agricultural, fishing, or forestry activities. One of our program 

goals is to ensure we are identifying and enrolling all Native migratory eligible students in our state.  
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We believe there may be more students in your community that qualify and welcome the opportunity to 

have them enrolled in our program and participate in the Native Voices Program. Students qualify if they 

have moved with their family or alone across school district boundaries within the last 36-months to 

conduct one or more of the qualifying activities, including pursuing sovereign treaty protected lifeways 

gathering food, fishing, or in forestry. If there are families or students you know who have participated in 

these qualifying activities and would like to be interviewed for program eligibility, please let us know.  

 

We will be using an on-line registration process that will only list students who currently qualify for the 

program. Students who do not qualify are unable to participate this fall. 

 

We look forward to having educators participate in mentorships and students, families and teachers 

attend our Question and Answer evening as well as register for the Native Voices Online Arts Academy 

and Studio Hours Fall 2020. 

 

Should you have any questions or need more information regarding the mentorship or studio time, please 

do not hesitate to contact our office at 360-725-4474. 

  

Sincerely, 

Sylvia Reyna, Program Supervisor 

Title I Part C Migrant Education 

Programs     

sylvia.reyna@k12.wa.us        

Laura Lynn, Program Supervisor   

Office of Native Education 

laura.lynn@k12.wa.us 

Janet Hayakawa, Program Supervisor  

Arts Education                                     

 janet.hayakawa@k12.wa.us      

  

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 

P.O. Box 47200 | 600 Washington St. SE 
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All students prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and civic engagement. 
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